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. The Greeks* at least in this consular district, haVe reacted to. ;'\ 
the U.S. move to stop the, missile* forHdup in CubVwith the loyalty '„ - t 
of a tried, and- true ally. The whole episode as it .has developed, to ' • 
this point has. provided then withVa'^werful reassurance that thei- . 
United States is "iie leader" of- the" free trarld'whicfe they .hope, and-* b&~- C - ; 
Xieve we oust be. At the. sane .tiEe'tfcey look almost; ^eefuliy upon :; ; 
the diloam which was faced by the Soviet Union "when .the quarantine '. ' 
was- announced, and- behaved as if. it. were 'a. personal. victory for th«a. 
when the USSR announced it would dismantle and remove its missiles*- 
,. from Cuba. •) idditional strong U.S.. coves in Cuba,* if -they appear ;" 
justified, would probably receive "the strong support of the" bulk of •' " 
the population in iSDrthem Greece. _. " '"'.*. 

*he reactions' to the Cuban crisis given here were observed/by 
American non-government and government personnel, including military, *- 
as well as other foreigners in northern Greece. • 

Reaction of Leaders .. *'..' •".-.. !r ; . ••..-.... • ■.: .'. "-• ' : '\ .'.:•;■ 

> Heports-.of conversations with --Greek officials and other influential 
.Greeks-. point ia a landslide .support of President Kennedy's decision . 
•to.impose.a- quarantine; of Cuba.* ..Si commenting oil .the action-, these < 
. individual s-seldon' nesitated in .indicating their full support of "the 
Taove -which they justified as being entirely necessary because of the ' 
'attempted Soviet expansion of its military power. 'The view was often 
expressed, that it eight have been made sooner, since this would have 
[^demonstrated even- more" dramatically American determination to" oppose 
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Prom ThessalonikL 

2237 expansion of Soviet pover. v r&ile a few expressed sose concern about -what 
the Soviet reaction 'would be, most of these leaders showed nore confidence 
then car.- inericans ever would dare in asserting that the Hussians had no choice 
but to back down, ifter the Soviet decision, more than a few cane up to Anericans 
congratulated then on the victory, and stated that they had nearer doubted for 
a minute what the outcone would be, ..."..:. „.._-.: 

*■* .->::'". 

^e opinion of ^__ 

, fo as representative of the reaction of local leaders and dignitaries. 

He sa5£ that he was pleased to read of the President's decision, since the 
Ccrrxnists and Prussians understood -only eight. He also pointed out, two days 
before 3££5Ja5£K2iT ordered the dismantling of the missile "• sites, that the 
Cocnunists have no conjunctions about retreating any more taan they do about 
advancing, provided their interests -demanded- it. 

^ueen ?3I£23HCA, who was in Thessaloniki for three days for the 50th 
A-_-i~crsarv celebrations of the liberation of Thessaloniki,' e-cpressed at one 
point tc the Ilayor of Hartford, Connecticut her uneasiness over the situation.. 
S?.e said on October 26 that she hoped the President was prepared to seek a. 
conpronise solution to the crisis, and wondered what the Soviet reaction to an 
invasion of Cuba would be. Cn Sunday evening,' however, when -the news reached 
her about- Khrushchev ' s decision to disnantle the Soviet nissile .bases in Cuba, 
she a::d l^ng xASL oppressed to the Consul General their relief and pleasure a - 
Khrushchev's decision. The Queen, in particular, held the Consul General in 
conversation for several ninutes despite the fact that he was the first in 
line to be presented with a long line; waiting behind bin. At the end of the 
conversation the Queen was so moved that she placed her left hand on .his - 
shoulder while shaking hands again." . -he Priiae Minister also stated to the . 
.Consul General that he was very pleased' with the anhouncenent. 

Reaction of General Public 

Reports fron mehbers of the ifeerican. connunzty indicate that the reaction 
of the general public was one- of enthusiastic support of the President's action, 
lisny Greeks cade a point of relating conversations held at the local caf enic or 
in social groups about the near unanimous support of zhe U. 3. nove. One high 
sc;icoI professor related hoi; in a gathering of sir: professional men on October 
27, inducing a. doctor and an amy officer, all arrived by different paths to 
the conclusion that the President's action was necessary. A group at a cafenio, 
two dajs after the news reached Thessaloniki, unaninousl7 agreed that an in- 
vasion of Cuba was the ne^rt step. Two "J. 3. Amy officers reported an enthusiasi- 
tic response tc the U.S. nove br Greeks of all classes and occupations during 
a field, trip in. Thrace and Eastern I^acedbnia from October 22 - 27. 

To a great many the next logical step seemed to be :an -invasion of Cuba 
in order to deal the Connunists a sound whipping. The undercurrent of anxiety 
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reported among responsible persons in Athens did not seen to reach the nan ./ 
in the street ia-Thessaloniki. Cne foreigner remarked in this : respect that the 
Greek's strong dislike of conrmrism and-3Lavs In general, and his belief in - 
the rightness of. ff.S. policy and in. U.S. power "nade him blissfully unaware of 
the- dangers involved in maldng'a determined' stand to stop Soviet expansion in. 
Cuba. * .••"-■ .••-•';"■••'. '..•"•..:.••'•■•"•..'■• ■"■:'•'"'.-'"'. 

. In addition', the whole dramatic episode, which lasted froiar.I-bnday' until 
Sunday evening coincided almost exactly with the city' 3 most festive annual - 
event, the celebration' of the ?east of Saint Demetrios on October 26, the same 
cay as the. anniversary of the . city, and the celebration of n OsL tt Day on October ' 
2S, 1940, when the' Greek leader IC3TX& 3aid M :b w to an Italian .ultimatum.. ; 
because Jaint Deme trios 3ay this year is lie. celebration of the" 50th Anniversary 
of tbe liberation of Thessaloniki -from the .Turks, the 'ceremonies, which ran 
from Wednesday to Sundoy, were more extensive: than usual.-' The. entire .'royal . 
family was present, including Princess SOPELi's husband of six months, Don Juan; 
CARI03 of Spaing Prime Innister C££&a!iLI3 and five of", his Cabinet ministers, 
as well as the Ivayor of Hartford, Connecticut, with .whom this, city has established 
a sister "city relationship, About IS units of the Greek- fl^t were- here for 
xhe visit, and a huge military parade, the largest oif the year^. was "held* . 3h • ■ 
addition, a large student parade was held as well as receptions,- special deco- . •• . 
rations .throughout the city, frequent appeara£:es of '..the royal family and the ; v . '•:' 
Price 1-iinister at dedications. of housing "projects, hospitals, a museum,, etc:. . 
Finally, the extremely ^ pleasant Indian, .Summer weather which lasted ttoughout. /. . , 
the five days made it difficult for most .ThessaloniansVtd "concentrate 6a: 1^;'- 
crisis situation unfolding- in Cuba, While, the crisis almost certainly dampened, 
sone of the gaiety of the- csrenonies, the^ effect probably.worked.more.in the 
other direction. The festival atmosphere made the threat of nuclear, war seem ... 
unreal and helped- to induce the comforting, thought that the United States would: . 
take care of the situation and everything ■would come out all right. ... 

-y-sgnarr of Press Reaction" - r ■ .'-..'...'. ' 


The press' accorded full treatment to the crisis. .. The front pages were •"-. 
generally, loaded, with headlines, and photographs and with isore v than one column 
on the latest developsents. . However, special editions .of- a surprising number- 
of pages, planned weeks^before the anniversary "celebrations, forced the Cuban 
story to the back pages on October^ 26 or 23, depending on iiie 'newspaper. 

Another interesting point is that there, has' been very little editorial 
cement on. the. situation, although it is'known^that the editors. of the tyo 
leading. newspapers, I-akedonia . and lUlinikos 7brras ,- have been openly in agree- , 
neat with the President's actions of the past week*' (The occasion of .the anni- 
versary celebrations probably 7 helped to reduce the amount of comment. } sfire" 
service stories were carrisd in volume, but neither Athens nor local reaction.:, 
was printed, "^inikos Vorras consented on October 25 that hope renal no • for a 
peaceful settlement and attacked the -Soviet Union -for placing missiles in Cuba. 
• Drassis . -iCHinikos .7orras , and -Slef tharos Laos en October 29 or 30 credited the 
saving, of the., peace to- the Presidents quick action, and vent even further by 
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statin v that the situation was a" coral victory for the West, a triumphant victory 
for the "Jhited States, and that hhrashchev was obXised to. put -his tail between 
lis lo-s and ^ -i thdraw uncondi tjo^ p ,T* y. .". ;-'•..' 


. -..rip reports concerning a nilitary buildup in Bulgaria geasrgjly^fcave >'... 
net provou tc.be correct. and later indications are that there were- .few prepara- • . 
tier.:: there. Oorioral Tcannetic said on October 25 that evidence- of '.Bulgarian 
preparations aden- the border ras I: almost nothing. "' Two U.S. itaay officers 
inspected the -order iast.weebend and talhed to Greek field cosaaaders in.'ihrace. 
and found no e-^idence of any unusual preparations, ihe fey Attache in jpofia- 
drove Trcn Scfia to Ihessalonihi en October 29 and reported ho unusual activity 
alrr;- th: vain read fros Sofia to the Struma Valley exit. Ee saw no indications 
cf civilian control neasures: critical bridoes and tunnels were unguarded arid 
r.ilit-r;* tr^fic was at a ninir.u-i. Tnls officer stated there was considerably 
u;:-e 'Jcti-ity or. the dreeh side and that at one point near oidircbastron the 
Or-:--l: .arty -.-13 ninin- .the road. (fhio, however, is not unusual.) Newspaper 
report-: a:d ru-tcrs circulating in Jhessaibnihi x&ess past days have been to the., 
effect that the Bulgarians were not undertaking lar-re-scale military preparations. 


."he price -of the §old sovereign rose fron 291.5 dr achaas on October 22 to'-, 
a hi/h of SOr drachmas on October '27* ?y October 31, the price .had fallen *to ^ 
2 •;•;> . About 5Q ,000 gold sovereign s \ wer e sold • between •• October 20-30. ! . It is-" 
estimated that durin- the five days following the crisis the rate' of sales". - - 
rose, from 4,000 to c— 7,000 sovereigns daily. • . •. 

-'•:ere were no r-.-pcrts of feci hoarding or other unusual activities' here > 
rich ae troop neves-eats, special radio broadcasts, etc., as a result of the. 

'Iheesaicuihi port authorities were ashed on jctcber 27 to inforn the . 
Consulate General -of any ship departures for the Cuban quarantine area* On 
October 2f the Harbor llaster iiad already received instructions ;f rem the Greeh 
r.'inietrj cf Merchant Marine to assist v. 3. authorities, in carrying out ship 
inspections under the clearcert ^stea. Local harbor authorities indicated- • 
their readiness to cooperate fully in itahing the systea operate effectively..", 
-hey pointed cut, however, that very, few ships leave fron ChessalOnihi as a 
last rort cf call before t;rcesedin~ to the euarantius area. 

■ U.3. Citiseno and 2 r J2 Plan 

There ins some anxiety expressed by U.S. citizens in .the area during the 
first few days of the crisis and a few gave thought to returning to the United 
i totes. Jl nee tin- uas held in the office cf the Consul -General- on October- 25 . 


vith these- leading nanbers of the iinerican corsnsiityj 
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&■ 


le-;3cr.s' Loomed fron the Crisis ^ '--'•* 

In addition, the crisis served to- point up certain problems in*the fields 
of organisation, oorsunications end liaison between the Consuilcce General end. ._ 
vli^ Jhtassy, which will tie discussed in detail ^^S^ the Ztibassy at the earliest 
possible ' r.ccjiii* . 



Hccert 5", ?olsoai 
Consul General 
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Th3 Greeks, at least ia thi3 con.arJ.ar district, have reacted to . ". 
clta *J. J. rove co stop che cissile buildup in Cuba "with the loyalty 
of a tris& and true ally. Tea whole episode as it .baa developed ^d 
this ?oiat has provided then tdth a' powerful reassurance that thdjf* 
waited States is 'iia leader of the fr«s ia>rld' which they hope andtbe-- 
lieve we must be. At the same tiee they look alsost sleefuily upon 
che dilaara which was faced by the Soviet union when the quarantine 
*./as announced, and behaved as if.it were a personal victory for th^m 
whea the UJJiv aanouaced it would dismantle and renove its missiles' 
. froc Cuba, idditional strong U. 3. coves in Cuba/ if they appear 
justified, would probably receive the strong support of the" bulk of 
•che population in l&rthem Greece. . • 

Tea reactions to the Cuban crisis given here were observed by 
.Hsierican non-.-overaneat and government personnel, including ndlitary, 
as well as other foreigners ia northern Greece. 

Reaction of leaders 

Reports of conversations with Greek officials and other influential 
Greeks point to a l a n d slide support of President Kennedy's decision 
to impose* quarantine of Cuba. Zn consenting on the action, these 
individuals seldos hesitated in indicating their full support of the 

'isove which they justified as being entirely necessary because of the 
attaapted Joviet enpaaaion of its solitary power. liie view was often 
expressed, that it might have been Bade sooner since this would have 

^d«nonstrated even nore dramatically imericaa determination to oppose . 
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any e:r:ansion of Soviet p$ytexs». ^fJ^^^J^ja^resJs^i spsfe.cfoeern afcout unet 
the soviet reaction would be, most of these leaders shdttod nore confidence 
ztzzi zzr- iziericans ever would dare in assertdn- that the x&seians had no choice 
Kit to bach doun. -fter the Soviet decision, core than a few cane up to Americans, 
congratulated then on the victory, and stated that they had never doubted for 
a ninute t:liat the outcome would be. '...„....- 

j£e opinion of {/ 

_ --'as representative of the reaction of local leaders and dignitaries. 
He sSS? that he was pleased to read of the Presidents decision, since the 
Ccrrunists and ?;ussian3 understood only eight. He also pointed out, two days 
before zZ"L1Ua- a CH27 ordered the- dismantling of the missile sites, that the 
Communists have no compunctions about retreating any more tnan they do about 
advancing, provided their interests demanded- it. 


^ 


Reaction of General rublio 


J 


Reports from members of the .American, community indicate that the reaction 
of --he reneral public i,*as one of enthusiastic support of the President's action, 
hany Greeks cade a point of relating conversations held at the local cafenic or 
in social groups about the near unanimous support of ~he U.S. 'move. One hi:rir 
school professor related how in a gathering of sin professional sen on October 
27, including a doctor and an amy officer, all arrived by different paths to 
the conclusion that the President's action was necessary. A group at a cafenio, 
two days after the news reached ThessaloniidL, unanimously agreed that an in- 
vasion of Cuba was the nest step. Ivo U.J. irmy officers reported an enthusias- 
tic response to the U.S. move *sy Greehs of all classes and occupations during 
a field trip in j-nrace and Sastern ICacedoaia from October 22 - 27. 

To a great many the next logical step seemed to be an .invasion of Cuba - 
in order to deal the Communists, a sound whipping. The undercurrent. of anxiety 
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nan 
that the 

the rirrhtness of u.3. policy and in U.S. power aade hin blissfully ttnaware of 
--he dangers involved in caking a determined s-cand to stop soviet expansion in 
Cuba. 



^ _ Anniversary 

~_ £e\ihera^on~of~Thes3alcni::i"fron the Turks, the cerenonies, which ran 
f roc Wednesday to ound-zy, were -ere ecLensive.than usual. The entire royal 
~*zzhr *<»$ ^resent, including Princess 30?ZIa ,; s husband of six nenths, Don Juan 
•"---LC3 of i^ain, r»iaa I'dsizzz? C^?-U-*:.1iIS and five of his Cabinet canisters, 
•*7<rell as the I-iyw of Hartford, Joaneettcut, with whea this city has estahUshed 
* sister cit-r relationship. About IS units of the Greek fleet were here for 
i:e visit, and a hu^e cilitary parade, the largest of the year, w»3 held. ^Sja. 
addition, a large student parade was held as well as receptions, special ^Sjjp* 
rations throughout the city, frequent appearances of the royal family and *aie 
Price iOnister at dedications of housing projects, hospitals, a nuseua, eta* 
?inall^, the extrecely oleasaat Indian .Succer weather which lasted throu^Kfclt 
-% a r"*^3 days cade it difficult for aost The3saloniaas to concentrate, on the . 
oasis' situation unfolding in Cuba. While, the crisis almost certainly dampened . 
*cse or the gaietv of the c^reconies, she, effect probably triced core in xhe 
o^her direction. "The festival atao sphere cade the threat of nuclear war seem 
unreal" and helped to induce the ccrfcrting thought that the United States '.iould 
cake c:re of the situation and everything vould cose out all right. 


of rreaa Reaction 


he wss accorded full trea^nent to the crisis. The front pages -./ere 



inother interesting wint is that there, has been very little editorial 
— - c*nt on the situation," although it is known -chat the editors of cue -5yo 
leadda- newsnapers, ^keconia . and Jllinil^s Terras, have cse* openly in agr 
cant vita the President's actions of che pasc week. (The occasion c- zae anni- 
versary celebrations probably helped to reduce the asount of conaent.) .-.-re 
servi:e stories were esrriad in voluoe, but neither Athens nor local reaction 
•»s"— dated. Sllinikoe 7orras cccr.eatsd on October 25 that hope renains :o:a 
o-*c^ul setdecent and attacked che Soviet union for placing nissiles in ^uba. 

S^^fTsT**©** 3Ua*Aitetfe qjUfcic.iBtlta i MK»$ even lurzher oy 
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statiuj that the sitiiatiokjwlc & x£o» al S^iervVo* &s «;*Srt,» a triurnhsnv victory 
i:r tht-'l-nited States, s^*t&£*£x?&4?37,t4:^^ between 


ana *n.aaarav* unccn^tLonai 


- .rl~ revert; concerning e jailitar-p baildup in Sulgaria generally hare 
r.c\ ;:avv. a: V: correct 3a d liter :Ln ideations are that there were f ev prepara- 
-ia.*.t th:a 3. lenaral laauaetis raid en Cctcbar 25 "that evidence of Saigariaa 
preparations ale::- the- border ?is : alrost ncthir.-." Iwo U.S. 3mv officers 
ir.r;:::t:::I aaa '-order last treea-rud and tallied to Creel-: field coeaaaaders la ihrace. 
au-1 tana:: no e~ider.ee of 2217 unusual preparations, ihe -rcy attache ia Sofia 
ir-.ve frou Scfia to Ihessaioaihi ca October 29 and reported ao unusual activity 
al:-:,;- -h; rain road frcrr Sofia to the Str.ca Valley exit. He ear no indications 
of ci-ilian control measures; critical brid-es and tunnels -were unTuarded and 
""•ill" - ~.' "r vf:'ac vat a" a ranir.ar.. -his officer stated there vss considerably 

In- .. .ury^ur raaaup -.he road. i-aie, hoa-ever, is no: unusual.) .:2*.rspaper 
r-pc- .; iv.d rarer s cirrul atari;* ia .hcsoaloail-a these past daps have beau to the 
e:p.?ot that the. iulparians vere not undertaking lar-e-scale rniliaary preparations, 


.a price of the ~old sovereign rose frcn 2?1.5 drachna3 on October 22 to 
a aLh of 50? irachr.ns on fcaeber 27* 07 Cctcber 31$ the price had fallen to " 
2-;^. .»,:out 50,C0O gold sovereigns, vere sold bet-zees -October 2C-30. : It is- 
emanated that durin- the five days follo-jing the crisis the rate of sales . 
rose, froa 4, COO to 6-7,000 sovereigns daily. 

sf.here ';-ore no r-pcrts of foal hoarding or other -unusual activities here, 
reaa a£ troop acv^aeats, special radio brea-eas-j, etc. , as a result of the. 




aahoritioc «.:er3 ashed on Ictobcr 17 to inforr. the 

:he Cuban ouoraatine area. Cn 


: -^:'vjr If the- Harbor l^asc^r 2-aav already receivea instructions .frcn the Sreek 
I.iaaoorp of I.erchar.e Marine to as-ist U.3. authorities in carryiap cut ahip 
inspections unaer a:e clearcert spsaer- loccl harbor author! ti3S~andicated- 
taear readiness to cooperate full*" in ;.'.ahinr; the s/atea operate ef3 > ectivel7, 
11-:;- pointed cut, l.o::3v-ir, ihj.t vsr„- fe:; slaps leave frors Jhessalonilai as a 
last port of call before prcoesdia^ to the quarantine area» 

T^re t«as sore ausietr e-*r:res3ed b;- U.i. citiaens in the area during the 
first few dajs of the crises •«!• a ^'^ Z+* e ^2aushi.«io tfe«« , n4flc to the United 
states. 4 ceetinj i-as hetol initfee c£2i«e ct ti»«ConcuL fesnfrSToa October 25 . 


.zi these us&fr *%&** b: t&* &2 9 &4 W^4l^j 
::l : • : :•: : : : : : : : * 


Fron Thes3aloai*d, 


&• 


f 




:!ition, the crisis served to. point u? certain problecs in 'the flaHs 
izion, sorr.unioatio3S cni liaiso.1 hefcreen the Consul-^ I-ener*l and 

:h • r lii b-i I'iscusscd in cetcil >^\ the lajzasy at the earliest 


~o." :nt. 



Houert 5. rolsom 
Consul General 
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